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until recent years that any serious attempt was made to compile the 
Federal Statutes for the use of the profession. An unofficial under- 
taking which resulted in the TJ. S. Compiled Statutes of 1901, with a 
Supplement covering recent legislation to 1909, has proven of so much 
use that the present index will probably not receive the welcome that 
its intrinsic worth demands. It bears, however, every evidence of care 
and will be an ultimate resort for the careful practitioner who will 
not be satisfied with anything short of the official, until such time as 
the long hoped-for revision of the National Statute law is given to 
the public. 

Q. <?. 

Ancient, Curious, and Famous Wills. By Virgil M. Harris. 
Boston : Little Brown and Co. 1911. pp. xiii, 472. 

While this book contains little that is worth serious study, it shows 
great pains in collecting and arranging a mass of fugitive material 
that will furnish reading for one looking for amusement or for an 
anecdote illustrative of the vagaries of testators. 

For historical purposes it falls far short of such a book as Furni- 
val's "Fifty Earliest English Wills" or such a collection as "Maine 
Wills." And for forms it is inferior to Remsen's. 

The same industry in collecting, if applied to reproducing accurate 
and complete transcripts of a part of the many wills only referred to 
or only incompletely given would have resulted in a far more useful 
if less entertaining book. 

N. A. 



